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bbalch@brps.org
A Tradition of Excellence


2016 BRMB Members: 

 July 8, 2016
We hope your summer has been an enjoyable one thus far, and that you are looking forward to another great season as a member of the Big Rapids High School Marching Band.  In order to get our season off to an excellent start, we will once again be holding our annual band camp August 3-7 at Camp Living Waters in Luther.  Please take a moment to review all of the enclosed materials including our calendar and take careful notes of the dates before the start of school.  The calendar has a few different night rehearsals – Mon and sometimes Tues, so be sure to look this over carefully.
Our 2016 show is “AFRICAN SKETCHES”  This looks to be an exciting as well a very entertaining show that the crowd will love.  Enclosed you will find your parts to begin practicing.  You can also access them at bigrapidshighschoolbands.weebly.com as well as Youtube links to the mp3 recordings.
Because we will be learning drill to this music during band camp, please come to camp with at least “Serengeti Sunrise/Oya Primative Fire” learned (preferably memorized).  We NEVER use music at a performance (except the last day of camp), so memorization is vital to our success.  It is my hope that we have ¾ of the music ready by the first game (regardless of how much drill we have under out belts).  The better we all come in prepared for camp, the better our season will be, PERIOD.
I will not go into length about commitment, however I will note that if you are receiving this letter, you have COMMITTED to being in the 2016 BRHS Marching Band, and you will hold true to your commitment until the last note is played in October!  Remember, your best ability is DEPENDABILITY.
To assist you and your family with planning, I am enclosing a copy of the upcoming fall rehearsal and performance schedule.  Please understand although changes will be avoided, any part of this calendar may change at any time and it is the responsibility of the student to communicate any changes to their parents/guardians.  This schedule is of vital importance as ALL rehearsals and performances are required activities.  I frequently send emails through Family Access with performance and rehearsal reminders, so be sure that you have an up-to-date email address with the school.  I also have embedded a Google Calendar on the website that will be frequently updated.  Please also take this opportunity to “like” us on Facebook – “Big Rapids High School Bands” as I often use this along with Skyward.
Our first rehearsal day starts with New Marchers (including all freshman and older new marchers) and Section Leaders on August 1st at 9am.  This is REQUIRED of all new BRHS marchers and leadership to attend.  We will go over everything we will be doing at camp and many of the fundamentals you simply MUST know to be a successful marcher.  Again, if you want to enjoy camp and feel like you understand what is going on, you will want to attend this rehearsal.  If you do not attend, you will likely feel behind, lost and frustrated.  The first year is always the hardest, and this rehearsal is designed to help our new marchers understand the basics of marching and the expectations set by me and our section leaders.  Please bring instruments, enclosed music, tennis shoes and a sack lunch.
The second day is FULL BAND on August 2nd at 9am.  We will be going outside to get as far as we can in marching basics, and we will also have music rehearsals covering rehearsal expectations, warm-ups, pregame and halftime music.  THIS IS A VITAL REHERSAL so we can get as far into our learning process before we set foot at our campsite.  I would like to be done with marching basics the first day of camp so we can start learning drill that very first day when we are out there.  We will also do room sign-ups that day.  Please bring instrument, pencil, sunscreen, tennis shoes, enclosed music, and a sack lunch that day.
Please report the morning of camp; August 3rd at 7am WITH A PARENT.  By law, parents must sign-in student and sign-out on Sunday.  It is EXTREMELY important that we are all here on time to do our check-in procedures.  You 

cannot put anything on a bus until you have checked in.  First, you must sign in, then pay your outstanding balance (see 
below) that morning (or before).  Second, you must check in all medications including Tylenol and Ibuprofen in their original containers (you may keep inhalers/epi/insulin that are prescribed after we have checked it in).  Third, you must check your bags with a parent volunteer.  Lastly, make sure you have all music, lyres, oils, reeds, rubber bands, baggage, pillows, etc. (see “What to Bring”).  We will have a short meeting before departing.  The busses are leaving at 8am, and it will take the entire hour to check-in, pack, and ensure that we leave on time.  Parents:  we know the line gets long to sign your student in, but please expect our sign-in procedure to take the full hour that morning.
The daily schedule is enclosed for you have at camp.  This is always subject to change based on weather and progress.  EXTRA ACTIVITIES ARE A PRIVLEDGE BORN OF EXCELLENT REHEARSALS AND PROGRESS WHILE AT CAMP.  We will have fun, but we must also do our job.  Remember that your behavior must be exemplary before we leave, on the bus, at camp, at night, and on the ride home.  We are guests at this facility and need to behave accordingly.  As signed in the Responsibility Contract, we will not tolerate illegal or obscene behaviors and we will send you home if you do not follow the guidelines.  You may NOT go into the cabin of a member of the opposite sex at ANY TIME.  Please read the camp rules very carefully to ensure we have a good week together.

You will need to have you and your instrument in good working condition, a music lyre, (flute, mello, tuba and percussion do not need lyres) and most importantly, a positive attitude.  Items such as music lyres and other supplies may be purchased at the band office (preferably in advance).  Enjoy the remainder of the summer, and we will see each of you very soon!
Brian L. Balch
Allman Todd IV

High School Band Director
Middle School Band Director, Asst. MB Director
**PLEASE PAY $_______ THE MORNING YOU ARRIVE (OR BEFORE).  Please fill out the Supply Form and bring one check for the entire amount (payable to BRHS Bands).  You may include all supplies on one check.
YOU OWE US THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION (bring the morning you arrive):

___ Commitment form

___ Responsibility contract

___ Health form

___ Immunization record (Please contact your family physician for this)
**NEW FOR 2016** Sunday August 7th at 10am will be Parent Pick-Up at Camp Living Waters.  Your student must be signed out by a parent or adult that you wrote down on the student health form.  By law we cannot release students to anyone else except who you wrote down on the health form (please review this form during check-in).  





**DO NOT FORGET TO SIGN YOUR STUDENT OUT**  We will put on a brief performance of our pregame and halftime shows, then have our new marcher and upperclassmen march-offs, then begin the check-out procedures.  Again, it is absolutely vital that your student is signed out by yourself or an adult listed on the release form.  We will finish before noon.  Arrive early enough to find a parking spot – the address is 536 E 6 Mile, Luther, MI 49656.  Come in from M-37 north through Baldwin and take old M-63 East to the camp.  Unless you have a GPS, driving through Luther is a pain because some roads are unmarked.  Follow signs to get to the camp office, our field is near the area where the basketball court is located.








