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August 17, 2015
This letter contains all of the pertinent information for our MMC performance run for 2016.  Please read everything carefully!  The itinerary of the two days will be distributed in late fall or December.
Congratulations once again for being selected to perform at next year’s Michigan Music Conference in Grand Rapids.  This is the 7th time our school has been selected for this prestigious honor (’79, ’91, ’97, ’00, ’04, ’12, ’16) which is incredible for a school our size.  I have been spending many hours this summer putting together the program that you will perform in January and have found what I believe to be the best program that fits our group including several newer, exciting works.  Enclosed you will find specific excerpts that you will need to prepare for your chair audition.  Auditions will be September 14-18 so preparation should begin immediately.
As you have also heard, Kramer Milan (2011 BRHS Alumni) will perform a marimba concerto with us on the MMC program.  We are also honored to have Dr. David Gillingham, the composer, joining us on the last Saturday rehearsal before MMC.  Kramer currently holds a Bachelor’s degree in music performance from the Peabody Institute of Music, John Hopkins University and is finishing his Master’s in percussion performance at Yale.  Dr. Gillingham is an internationally known composer with many staple band works to his name.  We will also have a clinic with Dr. Kevin Tutt, Director of Bands at Grand Valley State University at another rehearsal in January.
Included in this packet is the schedule of extra rehearsals we talked about before I returned our official invitation acceptance to the MSBOA State Executive Director last May.  Please mark all of these dates on your personal and family calendars now so that we can avoid unnecessary conflicts.  Every effort has been made to avoid school-related activities; however, it is impossible to miss everything and these instances will be dealt with on an individual basis.  The 2012 MMC group was hit hard with snow days in January and we had to come up with an extra night rehearsal and also had to reschedule our pre-MMC concert – we had 100% attendance at both!  That shows the level of commitment this type of performance requires.  Because we are learning twice as much music as a normal concert cycle to fill out a 45 minute program (and given that we need to be as polished as a State Festival performance or better!), we must hold these additional rehearsals to be prepared.
Conflict Calendar:
Once I am finished hearing all auditions, I will post results/percussion assignments as well as post a sectional rehearsal schedule for the 4 weeks after until the end of marching band season.  My plan is to hold one sectional per week (1 hour each) to help us get started in the fall.  Additional sectionals will be called if necessary once we get into concert season and we might also have sectionals be part of our Saturday rehearsals if I can secure appropriate staffing.  Please fill out the attached Conflict Calendar and turn in at your audition time or before.  This will help greatly in avoiding any unnecessary rescheduling.  It is not possible to hold any sectionals during class time in our marching season.  As you can also see, I’ve put a spot for you to mark down any known conflicts for our Saturday rehearsals.  Telling me you will be missing a rehearsal the day before (or worse, the day of!) is extremely frustrating, especially when you know about it in advance.  Please communicate with me and work out any conflicts to the absolute best of your abilities.  Those of you committed to a travel sport, dance or other non-school extracurricular activity with strict attendance policies will need to talk to me immediately so I can begin discussing a plan with various coaches/leaders.
Hotel:
As you will see in the attached MMC Calendar, we are performing a Pre-MMC home concert on January 19th, as well as a performance at Grand Valley State University in Allendale on 21st, and then spend the day in DeVos Place listening to groups, checking out the Exhibit Hall, and performing on the 22nd.  We will ride down to GVSU on a motor coach and stay at a hotel on the 21st.  At this time we are asking families to send in $30 with your student to secure the hotel rooms.  We have worked to negotiate the best rates for our group.  The Band Parent Association and some additional fundraising efforts will cover the coach, driver, soloist transportation and honorarium and other expenses we will incur.  Please fill out the Hotel fee/Souvenir/Sponsorship Form and attach an envelope with your money.  Checks can be made out to BRHS BANDS.  Please turn in this as well as the Conflict Calendar at your audition time.
T-Shirts/souvenirs/Sponsorships:

To commemorate our 2016 MMC run, we are making Big Rapids MMC t-shirts at a cost of $15 each.  We will also be doing a group photo and section photos sometime this fall to be put in our MMC concert programs, and an 8x10 print of the full group photo can be purchased for $10 each, and a 5x7 of each section for $5 each.  I will be collecting t-shirt and picture money at the audition to have a large order printed up in the fall.  Orders for additional t-shirts, pictures and CDs of our December and Pre-MMC concerts ($5 per CD – separate CD for each performance) will be available to order at our December and January home concerts (the second printing will be done when MMC is finished).  If you want a shirt or photo before MMC – please order now!  We are also asking for Family and Business Sponsorships for this MMC experience and those donor names will be added to our Pre-MMC program, the MMC program (if received by December 1st), and the 2015-2016 Sponsor/Donor list that appears in every concert program throughout the year.
**Official MMC photos and performance CD/DVDs will be an entirely separate flier from those companies – they usually send one out in advance and have them available at DeVos.**

Program information:
The program for our 2016 MMC Performance is (YouTube links are on the band website):

Luminescence – David Biedenbender
Eine Kleine Yiddishe Ragmusik – Adam Gorb

Symphonies of Gaia – Jayce Ogren

Concerto no. 2 for Marimba and Wind Ensemble (mvt. 1) – David Gillingham, Kramer Milan guest soloist

“Spiritual” from Symphonic Songs for Band – Robert Russell Bennett, Albie Todd guest conductor

Amparito Roca – Jamie Texidor
Please read the enclosed audition information carefully so that you are meeting the audition requirements.  There will not be sight-reading for this audition, so I went heavier on the excerpts.  In the event of a “tie,” I may ask extra scales or sight-reading to determine proper chair order.  If you should have any questions regarding any of this information, the best way to contact me is through email:  bbalch@brps.org.  You are welcome to come in for help, but please do so well before the audition week!  Asking for help right before your audition time shows a lack of preparation on your part and will probably not give you optimal results.  I’ve given numerous practice tips and suggestions, but quite frankly, the truth is that slow, frequent practicing is the best approach starting the day you get the music.
Those of you who I asked to do a fall audition for placement in Wind Symphony must still perform the material you’ve had over the summer BEFORE the chair audition, and if accepted will then prepare this chair audition music during the posted week.  Please contact me immediately to play your fall audition material so you can prepare this chair audition material ASAP!  Getting this done before school starts is probably in your best interest.
We have once again been recognized as one of Michigan’s premier high school band programs, now we must live up to that distinct honor by our performance – and live up to those Big Rapids groups that have gone before you.  Congratulations again… now go practice!
Mr. Balch
