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INFORMATION ABOUT OUR BAND PROGRAM

Big Rapids has had a long tradition of excellence as well as setting the standard of musical achievement in the Central Michigan area.  We are proud of our long history of success and work hard to maintain it now and for years to come.  The Wind Symphony will make its 7th appearance at the Michigan Music Conference on January 22nd.  This is more than any other school our size.  We are also the former holder of the Guinness World Record for the Longest Group Drum Roll.  We know how to achieve success!
Many key factors help to make our program successful.  THIS DOES NOT COME AUTOMATICALLY.  Things like pride, care of equipment, timeliness, hard work, great attitude, focus, excellent music, care of our space, parent support, a great beginning band and middle school program, cooperation with each other and other school activities are just a few of these things.  It is expected that you do your part in creating success for our band program.

I get asked quite frequently about some of the unique things we offer at BRHS.  Long ago, the band used to be comprised of 3 ensembles.  Upon the elimination of the third band, the previous director filled the open hour of the schedule with a new class called Chamber Winds.  This course was created a few decades ago and still thrives today.  This course is primarily targeted at Wind Symphony members based on chair audition results, but is also available for Concert Band members (Percussion Ensemble).  The students create their own ensembles once chair results are posted in late October (September this year due to MMC) and together we build the after school schedule that runs from November through March.  This is a course offered for credit during 2nd trimester, and each group must successfully perform at both the District and State Solo & Ensemble Festivals.  All Chamber groups strive for a nomination to the Michigan Youth Arts Festival, a state-wide fine arts talent search that only exists in our state.  It really is the state finals of music and the arts, and Big Rapids has a long history of success at the MYAF including last year’s Woodwind Quintet.
ALL percussionists are STRONGLY encouraged to participate in the Percussion Ensemble.  It has been my experience that percussionists that do not participate in Percussion Ensemble do not stay in the program very long.  Conversely, percussionists who do participate find great joy in the ensemble – attention on them versus the brass and woodwinds, challenging parts instead of counting rests, individual attention as opposed to being ignored all the time in band class.  This ensemble is also available to current drumline members who are not percussionists and we sometimes use brass and woodwind players that are committed to learning a part and being at rehearsals.  Percussion Ensemble meets twice a week after school during the Chamber Winds season.

Jazz Ensemble is selected by chair audition in the Wind Symphony.  This is a traditional big band set-up of 5 saxophones, 4-5 trombones, 4-5 trumpets, 2-3 percussionists (drums, vibes, accessories), piano, guitar, and bass.  Piano, guitar and bass players must be able to read the music (not just tabs or chord symbols) and should have ample playing experience as jazz is VERY different from rock or pop.  Non-jazz instruments are only allowed in very unique circumstances, so we only use the instruments listed above.  Middle School jazz experience is encouraged but not required.  Jazz Ensemble rehearses during the Wind Symphony hour a few times leading up to performances in December and March as well as the Hastings Jazz Weekend in April.
Since marching band is not required, we offer an alternative for this small number of students in the fall.  Indoor Band members will memorize the Fight Song and National Anthem along with learning the fall marching show music that will be tested regularly.  This group also performs at the Fall Awards Concert with the marching band.  Once the percentage of marchers is great enough, marching band will become a requirement of the entire high school band membership.  This will have many positive impacts on the band including a larger outdoor marching band, longevity of membership in the high school band program, more rehearsal time, and even more recognition from the school and community.  We encourage all Indoor Band members to participate in the fall marching program next year, especially those that were tentative about joining their freshmen year.
OVERVIEW OF COURSES
1.  Big Rapids High School offers three class hours of academic instruction of instrumental music.  They are: 
A) Concert Band - grades 9-12 enroll in this class (ALL 3 TRIMESTERS REQUIRED)
B) Wind Symphony – enrolled by audition only; grades 9-12 (ALL 3 TRIMESTERS REQUIRED)
C) Chamber Winds - this class will include the following offerings: woodwind quintet, saxophone quartet, brass quintet, and percussion ensemble.  There is room for other ensembles including flute choir, clarinet choir, trumpet choir, horn quartet, trombone choir, tuba quartet, jazz combo and small percussion ensembles.  All Chamber Ensembles earning academic credit must have director approval and meet at a mutually agreeable time of a minimum of one hour, one day per week (3:15-4:15 OR 4:15-5:15).  Percussion will meet a minimum of twice a week for 2nd trimester.  Percussion Ensemble will be open to all percussionists and current drumline members.  Jazz Ensemble will be reserved for Wind Symphony members.  All Chamber Ensemble members must be in one of the two main performing ensembles (CB or WS).  Large chamber woodwinds and chamber brass meet for only a limited number of rehearsals during the Wind Symphony hour and are not counted as credit.  *All students are encouraged to participate in the Solo and Ensemble Festival; however, students who are registered for Chamber Winds must participate to meet the class requirement.*
D) Other voluntary peripheral ensembles which are available for students are marching band, solo/ensemble festivals, basketball band, honors bands.  These are not offered for credit beyond Concert Band and Wind Symphony.
2.  Those students not selecting marching band for the first 7 weeks will rehearse daily during the 3rd hour block and performing the marching show music at the Fall Awards Concert.  (For all information regarding marching band, refer to the marching band portion of this handbook.)
3.  ABSENCE POLICY  Band is a performance-based academic class.  This means that we do not just practice during school for our learning experience, but we must also perform in public to really get the full musical and educational benefit.  In other words, we really do take a group test in front of a large audience!  The ensemble’s instrumentation is designed to have proper balance and missing any one of the players/parts can be detrimental to the whole group.  Any unexcused absence can result in a minimum of two full grade reductions per absence and possible dismissal from the band program.  Excused absences are defined as A) documented personal illness and B) death in the immediate family C) other items approved by the director after parent discussion.  Please note that work is not an excused absence!  Please mark the concert schedule on your family calendar and make every effort to not miss a single event.
2015-2016 CONCERT SCHEDULE

*Note – an interactive Google Calendar is available on our website, bigrapidshighschoolbands.weebly.com, click “Calendar,” and you can import to your Google Calendar (including MMC rehearsal and performance dates).
Date

Event



Time

Ensemble

10/8

Fall Awards Concert


7:00pm

MB/CB/WS

10/31

All-State Band Auditions @ BRHS
TBA

CB/WS

11/10??
MCCF Match Day (Holiday Inn)

TBA

CB/WS/CW/MB/JE
12/9

Holiday Concert



7:00pm

CW/JE

12/10

Holiday Concert



7:00pm

CB

12/15

Holiday Concert



7:00pm

WS

1/19, 21-22
WS MMC Preview, GVSU, and DeVos Perf. Hall
1/19 7:00, 1/21 7:00 @GV, 1/22 3:00 @DeVos
1/30

District Solo & Ensemble (Cadillac)
All Day

CB/WS/CW

2/23

Winter Pre-Festival Concert

7:00pm

CB/WS

2/25-26(?)
District Band Festival


TBA

CB/WS

3/19

State Solo & Ensemble (Manistee)
All Day

CB/WS/CW

3/22

Chamber Winds Concert

7:00pm

CW/JE 

4/21-22(?)
State Band Festival


TBA

CB/WS

4/23

TAC Jazz Weekend (Hastings)

All Day

JE

5/12-14

Michigan Youth Arts Festival (WMU)
TBA

CW

5/18

Spring Concert



5:00pm

CB/WS

5/22

Graduation



2pm

WS

5/30
Memorial Day Parade


9am

MB
CB=Concert Band   WS=Wind Symphony   CW=Chamber Winds   MB=Marching Band   JE=Jazz Ensemble
GENERAL INFORMATION

1.  Keep band room and storage facilities neat, clean, and uncluttered.

2.  Storage of classroom items such as textbooks, notebooks, etc., in the instrument storage room must be kept neat and organized.  Failure to do so will result in loss of storage privileges.  Storage of such items is not recommended and is done at student's own risk.  (Note: Band room may be locked at times that may not be convenient to you.)

3.  Do not leave personal belongings in the band room.  Items that are left will be donated to charity.
4.  No one is allowed in the band office or music library without permission of the director.

5.  Those that are planning to attend the solo and ensemble festival should have music selected and an accompanist secured by October 31.  All events entered in the S & E festival must receive approval by the director before attending the festival.

6.  Senior solos must be discussed and meet with the approval of the director within the first month of the school year.  Those wishing to perform a senior solo may be required to audition at a date designated by the director.  Soloists must meet the approval of the director and/or panel of judges of which no more than two soloists will be selected (it is possible that only one or NO Senior Solos will be selected and that is at the discretion of the director).

7.  Band Council elections will take place in September.  This is for student leaders interested in helping run festivals and help with the general organization and direction of the band program.
CLASSROOM RULES AND EXPECTATIONS

1.  Class will begin each day when the director stands on the conductor's podium.  At this time, it is expected that it will immediately become quiet and an atmosphere of learning will be established.  Anyone who is not seated and/or does not have proper equipment will be marked tardy.

2.  Play in rehearsal only when asked.

3.  You are expected to have a pencil on your stand each day.  Mark your music in pencil ONLY!

4.  No gum chewing during rehearsal.

5.  No eating during rehearsal.  Do not bring any liquids other than a water vessel for double-reeds.
6.  Proper posture shall be utilized during rehearsal.

7.  No talking during rehearsal.

8.  ABSOLUTELY NO CELL PHONES OR TABLETS ON DURING REHEARSAL.  24 Hour confiscation rule applies to violators regardless of how badly you need your phone later on in the school day.  This is a school-wide policy.
9.  Do not bring books, study materials, etc. for other classes to your seat; have only those items that are necessary for rehearsal. (i.e. music, instrument and any needed accessories).
10.  There is no room for complainers; if you have a concern that directly affects you, approach the director in a positive manner and you will always be heard.

11.  Use the restroom before or after rehearsal.  If you will be tardy, ask first BEFORE class begins.  If this becomes a daily habit, your requests may be denied.  Do not ask to use the restroom at an optimal learning point in the rehearsal (i.e. “Do you have any questions? – Can I go to the bathroom?”).  This isn’t elementary school… get out of your seat and ask to go if your section isn’t being worked with.
PLEASE NOTE: Any violation of these classroom rules can and will result in a reduction of the student's weekly grade and/or final grade.

CLASS EVALUATION PROCEDURES

1.  Each student may earn up to 10 points per week.  These points are earned by meeting the expectations as listed in the classroom rules listed above (instrument, music, pencil, behavior).

2.  Performances are usually 50 points per performance.  These points are earned by being on time, prepared with all necessary equipment, wearing proper uniform, proper conduct on and off stage during performance, etc. in addition to the actual performance itself.

3.  Playing and/or written tests (Point total will vary according to test given).  These points are earned by preparing all material given to the best ability of each individual student.  Most all these tests may be retaken as often as the student deems necessary to achieve the highest possible score.  Retakes should be completed during the trimester in which they were assigned.
4.  Final grades will be based on the above categories:  Weekly Points (30%), Performances (35%), Playing/Written tests (35%).  Please note that playing/written tests have more weight this year than before.
MARCHING BAND INFORMATION AND SCHEDULE

The BRHS marching band is a volunteer, peripheral activity that takes place during the first 7 weeks of the school year.  The amount of class minutes will be determined by the director each day, the remaining time will be the designated lunchtime.  In addition to the regular marching band class period, marching band students are required to attend all evening marching band rehearsals as indicated on the marching band schedule below.  Colorguard Members will rehearse Wednesday night from 7-9pm in addition to the 7-9 rehearsal.  Section leaders will schedule sectional time as needed from 6-7pm on Monday evenings (Sectionals are MANDITORY).   All marching band performances and extra rehearsals are required and are essential for meeting the academic objectives of the first trimester.  Failure to meet these requirements will result in a minimum of two full grade reductions per unexcused absence.  4 years of marching band counts as your P.E. credit.
2015 REMAING MARCHING BAND CALENDAR
Date

Event







Time


9/2 (Weds)
WEDNESDAY Night Rehearsal (final fittings)


7-9pm

9/3 (Thurs)
PERFORMANCE – Home Football (full uniform if not too hot)
5:30pm

9/8 (Tues)
TUESDAY Night Rehearsal




7-9pm

9/14

Monday Night Rehearsal




7-9pm

9/18

PERFORMANCE – Home Football



5:30pm

9/22 (Tues)
TUESDAY Night Rehearsal




7-9pm

9/25

PERFORMANCE – Home Football



5:30pm

9/26

PERFORMANCE – FSU Homecoming Parade


TBA (11am?)

9/28

Monday Night Rehearsal




7-9pm

10/2

PERFORMANCE – Homecoming Parade/Game


3:30pm

10/3 (Sat)
PERFORMANCE – Cedar Springs Invitational/Red Flannel Parade~7am-3pm

10/5

PERFORMANCE – Cadillac Preview Show (or rehearsal)
TBA

10/8

PERFORMANCE – FALL AWARDS CONCERT


7:00pm

10/12

Monday Night Rehearsal (Dress Rehearsal for Festival)

7-9pm

10/14

PERFORMANCE - District Marching Band Festival (Reed City)
TBA

10/21

Festival Rain Date (in case of inclement weather on the 14th)
TBA

5/30/16

Memorial Day Parade





TBA
8/1-8/7/16
Band Camp Week – Camp Living Waters


All Week
Colorguard will rehearse 7-9 on Wednesdays, and Drumline will rehearse 6-7 on Mondays during marching season.


MARCHING BAND RULES
1.  Always be on time for rehearsals and performances.  Follow your schedule for report times; any changes necessary will be made in sufficient time.  In case of bad weather, report as usual - a decision will be made regarding scheduled rehearsal/performance.  Please do not call the director.                                                                                                                                                                   2.  Do not play your instrument between the band room and the practice field.

3.  Always be prepared to go outside for rehearsal each day regardless of weather conditions.  

4.  Section leaders are in charge of their sections and are expected to relay orders regarding their section’s activities.  Any abuse of this responsibility can result in loss of position.

5.  If you have a question, ask your section leader first, then a drum major.  Do not bombard the director with small questions that can be answered by an older member.
6.  Each band member will make sure all equipment is in proper working condition.  Any necessary repairs should be made outside rehearsal time except in emergencies.  Careful discretion is taken on bringing woodwind instruments out in rain.
7.  Accept constructive criticism with dignity and try to make yourself a better musician because of it.

8.  Bus transportation will be provided to and from all marching band performances.  Everyone will ride to the field; upon dismissal from the game, band members must return on the bus unless a parent note was given well in advance.
9.  No one is to leave the band during a football game performance.

10.  When seated in the bleachers, the band will sit in assigned seating.  Section leaders have requested that we do this.
11. The band will stay for the entire game unless otherwise instructed by the director.

12.  The band will perform a post-game stand-still show if weather conditions permit.  If weather is bad, we will leave.
13.  All band members are expected to be ready to play from the stands during the following times: a) after touchdowns, b) between quarters, c) when the game is over, d) and other appropriate times as designated by the director or drum major(s).
14.  Extra section pep tunes and cadences in the stands are allowed under the following conditions:

· Everyone in the section has successfully passed the Fight Song memorization test

· The section has worked to a reasonable standard during rehearsals
· The tune is prepared outside of rehearsal
· The director has approved the tune after listening to the section play it BEFORE a game

· The tune must be started and stopped by the section leader or drum major clearly.
· The pep tune/cadence will be denied if anyone hasn’t passed the FS test or if the show music is generally lacking in musical quality.  We must prioritize our musical goals, and cheers are a small bonus born out of hard work.

15.  When travelling to games, invitationals, festivals, etc. we must conduct ourselves as a professional and mature group.  Remember that we represent Big Rapids High School and childish behavior is not the image we want to portray of our program or our school.

16.  Upon returning from a home game, students will hang their uniform properly by folding the bibs at the crease and laying them across the hanger, hanging the jacket properly and zipping it up, and placing the hat and gloves in the hat box.  This must be uniform in every section and points are deducted for improper care of the uniform.  Only a section leader will put uniforms back in the closets after games.  If the uniforms are wet, we will leave them on the chairs as directed.
UNIFORM PROCEDURES
1.  Uniforms will be worn for all band performances unless told differently by the director.

2.  Proper care of uniforms is of utmost importance.  Such as: a) keeping it clean (uniforms should be dry cleaned after the last concert), b) always keeping uniform properly hung on a clothes hanger when not being used, c) do not ever make permanent alterations, d) never leave uniform in a school locker or laying around the band room.

3.  Students must provide black dress shoes and black socks.  ABSOLUTELY NO EXCEPTIONS!!! (Note: Girls will wear natural colored nylons with concert dress.)  Marching band members will have a special marching shoe available to purchase.  Although not required, it is strongly recommended not only for comfort while marching but for a more uniform march step.

4.  Remember that you are representing your band, school, and community when you are in uniform; wear it with pride and conduct yourself in a manner that will reflect this.

5.  Marching members wear their show t-shirts and shorts (khaki preferred) for the first home football game and the Memorial Day parade.  Khaki-colored shorts can be bought at Goodwill for about $3.50.
SCHOOL-OWNED INSTRUMENT USE AGREEMENT


All students who are using school-owned equipment for marching or concert ensembles are required to fill out and sign a SCHOOL-OWNED INSTRUMENT USE AGREEMENT FORM.  The form includes student name, make/model/serial number of instrument being used, current condition (to be filled out by the director), and a student signature.  Basically, the agreement says that the instrument will be taken care of, and any damage that occurs (outside of normal wear) will be paid for by the student.  Any bills for lost or damaged equipment will be forwarded to the student office and will require payment before graduation.
GENERAL RULES AND REGULATIONS

1.  Absences work under this general rule of thumb:  Performance outweighs practice, and band is an academic class.  Missing marching band, Chamber Winds, and other rehearsals outside the school day will significantly lower your grade.  If you participate in a sport or activity, you must keep in mind that band (as an academic class) is your first priority.  I will be fair with your grade if you are fair to the ensemble.  Missing ANY rehearsal SIGNIFICANTLY IMPACTS EVERYONE IN THE GROUP.  We want you to be involved in many activities in this time of your life, but you must be organized and be able to prioritize.
2.  Students using school instruments are responsible for their care (see SCHOOL-OWNED INSTRUMENT USE AGREEMENT).  Damages will be paid by the student before graduation.
3.  Loss of school owned equipment must be replaced by the student responsible at replacement cost.

4.  Percussion students must provide the appropriate sticks and mallets for their personal use.  This shall include a minimum of the following: one pair each of snare sticks, keyboard mallets, timpani mallets, and a mallet bag.  Although not required, the purchase of additional mallets is encouraged to allow the performer more variety in playing styles.  DO NOT USE SOMEONE ELSE’S EQUIPMENT WITHOUT PERMISSION!!
5.  The school insurance policy does not cover private instruments; therefore, the school cannot assume responsibility for private equipment.  Instrument storage facilities are provided for use during the school day but are not intended as permanent or long-term storage.

6.  All members of the band must travel with the band on out of town trips.  No one rides in a car, however, students may return with parents with proper advanced written notification.

7.  Substance abuse such as the use of tobacco, alcohol, etc. will be dealt with according to school policy and could result in dismissal from band as well as a failing grade.

8.  Any band function places each member of the band of a position of representing school and community.  It is therefore expected that all students will attend as a group and proper conduct practiced at all times.  Any improper conduct will be evaluated by the director and administration and be handled according to school policies.

MISCELLANEOUS
1.  Please help set up and tear-down for Concerts.  Percussionists are always required to show up early to set-up and stay after to tear-down.
2.  A number of our performances do not have a specified start time yet.  Please bring hand-outs home and read them with your parents.  Email communication is also used regularly as well as the website calendar and Facebook.
3.  We are already off to a fantastic start this year and we need to continue this throughout the marching, concert and chamber seasons.  Let’s have a great year in the BRHS Band Program!
4.  I send out a lot of emails through Skyward/Family Access regarding performances and other activities.  Please be sure your parents’ email address is current with Mrs. Hunt and that you are checking your student email often and read what is being communicated.  You and your parents should also “like” our Facebook page, Big Rapids High School Bands.
BIG RAPIDS BAND PARENT ASSOCIATION


If you have a Cardinal Band student, you are a member of the Big Rapids Band Parent Association!  This is one of the most successful parent groups in the school district and people often comment about how much support we give to our program and our students.  The BRBPA currently runs an annual budget of about $30,000 that goes towards the purchase of uniforms, marching instructors, food for band events, fees for drum major camp and MYAF, uniform cleaning, equipment, band camp subsidization, music and many other items.  The school does offer some funding, but only about 1/4 of the expense of the entire band program.

There are many different ways to be involved with the BRBPA.  You could run for a position on the executive board if you have experience with running PTO, Scouts or other organizations, if you have some financial background to keep a profit/loss sheet and keep the checkbook, if you have communication experience with publicity or website maintenance or if you have experience with tailoring clothing.  You could also simply volunteer your time at one of our many concerts and festivals the band does each year.  We need help with front-line percussion equipment at each home game and marching festival, ushers to pass out programs at concerts, and parent volunteers to work District and State Band Festival at the doors, concessions, coat rooms and backstage equipment.  Our uniform coordinator also needs assistance in getting the marching and concert uniforms issued, fitted and altered.  We also take our band trailer to all football games as well as events outside of our school district, so we need drivers of vehicles with a large towing capacity (8’ x 20’ trailer).

The BRBPA meets regularly about once a month for about 90 minutes.  Our meetings consist of planning and preparation for performances and festivals, budget and financial updates, and ideas for fundraising and recruitment.  Please try to attend at least one meeting this year, if not all of them.  The structure is very open floor and we often take input from non-executive board members.  Meetings are at 6:30pm in the BRHS band room.  This year’s meetings are:

2015-16 Band Parent Association meetings (all are welcome!)

Sept 16

Oct 13

Dec 8

Jan 14(? – TBA)
Feb 9

Mar 8

Apr 12

May 10

June 14

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Is marching band required?  Not at this time.  It is strongly encouraged because our students that do participate very often stick with it all 4 years of high school and they usually play and sight-read better because of it.  This is a GREAT way to get playing chops back in shape after the long summer and have fun with friends!
Can I march and be a student athlete?  Absolutely!  It isn’t a perfect system and there will be conflicts we have to resolve (isn’t that life?), but we have about a third of our marchers that participate in a fall sport.  In fact, when you have to face and resolve these problems, you learn many important lessons in responsibility and time management.  We also rehearse on Monday nights where there are usually no athletic events or practices.  Band camp is also before the MHSAA fall season begins so summer is usually clear.
Can I be in band and choir/drama?  Short answer, yes.  Especially if you are in the zero hour advanced choir.  Drama is after school at the same time as Chamber Winds, so we run into a few more conflicts that normally get worked out between Mrs. Hathaway and myself.
Is practicing required?  Short answer, yes.  You will be tested on memorization of music in the fall as well as memorized major and minor scales and excerpts of your concert music (not memorized) throughout the concert season.  Long answer, when you feel you need it.  Some students practice to improve chair position and therefore get solo opportunities, others decide to take on a solo for S&E.  We do have some who practice several hours a day, but those instances are rare and not required.  What you feel you need, you should do.  I recommend to practice only on the days that you eat.  Like most other things in life, the better you get at it, the more you want to do it (excellence cycle).
As a parent, I want to be involved, but not in charge.  What can I do?  Come to Band Parent Association meetings!  Sometimes we break into sub-committees to organize things like the Silent Auction that may involve a different leader, but the majority of the leg-work is done by non-board members.  You could pull the trailer, usher at a concert, watch the doors at Festival, help in the concession stand, hem a pair of pants, or just be at the meetings to get involved in what is happening outside of the kids’ performances.

How are awards determined?  Marching awards are determined by the drum major and section leaders and approved by the director.  Spring Concert awards are determined by a system of points calculated based on what each student does in his/her four years of band.  The more you do, the more points you earn towards your letter and subsequent pins.  The John Philip Sousa and Patrick S. Gilmore awards and several honors band nominations are determined by the director based on leadership, involvement, practice habits, performance and attitude.
How can I help the band as an individual member?  Practice, take on a solo for Solo & Ensemble Festival, join band council, join marching band, join pep band, challenge up in chair position, help sort and file music, help pass out music, volunteer for band festival, recruit a 5th grader, mentor a middle school band member and tell them how fun our program is, take private lessons, be early and stay late, be a role model for younger members.  Do more than is required in the 70 minutes of band each day.
How can I help financially support the program?  The reality is that our program’s livelihood is dependent more and more from private and corporate donations.  There are two very key fundraisers we have each year:  Match Day in November and the Silent Auction (TBA).  Combined, we raised about $8,000 last year for the band program!  As a donor, your name, upon permission, will be added to our list of annual sponsors that appears in every concert program throughout the year.  Other things also raise funds like concessions and pass-the-hat, but the majority is from generous contributions from the individual band families, businesses and community members.  I also commonly see donation checks in lieu of selling items for fundraisers so 100% of the money stays with the band.  In any case, we are grateful for any monetary support for the program and we thank you for your contributions.
*Note – you can also choose to donate via credit/debit card on our website at bigrapidshighschoolbands.weebly.com – click the “Donate” button and you’ll be directed to our Paypal account (no Paypal registration required).
HANDBOOK SIGNATURE FORM
I/we have read and understand the schedules, requirements, and procedures expressed in this handbook.  I understand that my attendance at all items listed in the calendar for my class is required and that every effort will be made to attend.  I will communicate with the director early and often if a legitimate conflict does arise.  In addition, by signing this form, I/we grant permission for my son/daughter to ride buses for any band activity for the current school year.

STUDENT NAME (print)










STUDENT SIGNATURE 











PARENT NAME (print)______________________________________________________________________
PARENT SIGNATURE 










HOME/CELL PHONE 






WORK PHONE





DUE:  Thursday September 3 during class.  Extra credit is awarded for students who turn in this form early!!
WEBSITE:  BIGRAPIDSHIGHSCHOOLBANDS.WEEBLY.COM – full interactive Google Calendar (you can import to your Google account), pictures, band camp documents, lots of information!
FACEBOOK:  BIG RAPIDS HIGH SCHOOL BANDS – “Like” us so you see updates on your news feed and see our events
FAMILY ACCESS: Make sure your email address is current in Family Access/Skyward.  I frequently attach important information handed out in class to mass emails.

